FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 16, 2007

Heroes for Children 5K Run/Walk
Matthew Marioni selected as Grand Marshall

Collin County —Matthew Marioni has been selected as one of the Grand Marshall for the
Heroes for Children 5K Race/Walk, presented by WFAA, that will take place on Saturday,
September 15" at The Shops of Legacy in Plano.

In February 2007, at age 13, Matthew was diagnosed with a type of cancer called Childhood
Extracranial Germ Cell tumor, located in his chest near his heart and lungs, after going to the
doctor complaining of a pain in his right shoulder.

After an x-ray showed that he had an enlarged heart, he went to the cardiologist and had a
sonogram. The sonogram showed that his heart was fine. A CT scan revealed his family’s
worst nightmare, that he had a large tumor located near his lungs and heart.

Because of the location of the tumor, Matthew went through four rounds of chemotherapy to
try to shrink it before surgery was performed. Doctors decided it had to be removed. On May
21, 2007 the almost two pound tumor was taken out.

Matthews’s mother, Melissa had to quit her job to care for Matthew. His mom states, “When
you have a child with a life threatening disease the last thing you want on your mind is how
am | going to pay my bills but the thought does enter your mind and you can’t help it”.
Heroes for Children provided financial assistance to Matthew’s family.

Individuals and teams can help support Heroes for Children so they can continue to provide
financial assistance to families who have children battling cancer by registering for the 5K
Run/Walk or the 1K Family Fun run event at http://www.heroesforchildren.org/5k.html.

September 15", the date of the Heroes for Children 5k race/walk, will not only hold a special
memory for Matthew because he is the Grand Marshall, but it is also his birthday. He will be
turning 14. A day definitely worth celebrating!

For more information or to find out how you can be involved in the event, please contact
Jenny Scott, Executive Director/Co Founder at jscott@heroesforchildren.org
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